New Hope Christian Fellowship – Bible Study

The Authority of the Believer: 1

What Is Authority?

The Root of the Problem

Genesis 1. 26-28

In understanding the authority we have as believers it is necessary for us to look at the first few chapters of the Bible.

We see from these verses that God’s intentions were for man to be in authority.  

Man was given to rule, reign, to have dominion, to increase & abound in all things, to be an achiever and a conqueror.

Genesis 3. 1-15

From these verses we see:

Satan sowed seeds of doubt and no confidence in their hearts for God’s Word

Adam & Eve listened, took heed and yielded to satan’s words - they surrendered authority to satan

Satan can only operate within the authority that we allow him  - give him an inch and he’ll take as much as he can. - Ephesians 4.27-29

“Leave no [such] room or foothold for the devil [give no opportunity to him]”   Amp.

Religion has sold the church the lie that we have to put up with the devil and take what he throws at us.  However God's Word tells us that all believers have authority over the devil, and to tell him to flee.

Authority is part of the Covenant rights of every believer.

Jesus came to earth to take ‘the crown’ off of satan and replace it on the head of man.  In order to do this He had to become a man – He had to defeat satan as a man.  He did that at the cross – He took the punishment and curse of sin, death and hell to the cross and paid the price with His own blood.  Then He descended into hell and defeated the devil in his own domain and led the captives free  -  Ephesians 4.8-10

He gave gifts to men – one of those gifts was the restoration of Authority to man.  It was first gifted to Adam in Genesis 1.28

What Is Authority

Authority is delegated power. 

A policeman has no physical power to stop a car, but when in uniform he has all the authority of the law and the backing of the government – that gives him the power to stop a driver.

The words used for 'power' and 'authority' are not consistently translated in the New Testament and are used interchangeably – this is particularly noticeable in the older translations such as AV

dunamis -  probably the most well known – this means 'power, might, strength, force' it is nearly always used in reference to miraculous power.  It has the implication of a powerful force and from it we get our words like dynamite, dynamic and dynamo.

exousia – this means 'authority, power, right to act, freedom of action, mastery'

kratos – this means 'authority, power, dominion' – it is mainly used to denote reigning authority, such as a king or government would have.  English words that end in -cracy (democracy, aristocracy, theocracy) stem from this word.

ischus – this means ‘strength, ability, might, power’

Luke 10.19

“Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you”

· “Behold I give”  -  the authority is invested in us by Jesus, He has all authority & power (Matthew 28.18)

· “Power to tread on”  -  Jesus has given us the exousia to tread on (trample underfoot) serpents and scorpions.

'serpents and scorpions' – this is talking about the power of the devil – demons, 

evil spirits and all his forces

· “and over all the power of the enemy”  -  we have the exousia over ALL the dunamis of satan”

We have been given the power to trample underfoot serpents (sly, cunning, maliciousness of the enemy) and scorpions (the poison, sting, scepticism, satan’s goal for us) and over all his power (dynamic, works, strength, violence, might, ability)

Jesus has delegated His power and authority to us.

The value of our authority rests on the power behind our authority – God Himself is the power behind our authority.   The devil and all his forces are obliged to recognise our authority.

Like the policeman we have the authority to tell the devil to stop and that authority comes with all the backing of Heaven and the power of God.

